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December 5, 2007 

Kutztown, PA 
 

 

A special meeting of the Kutztown Borough Council was called to order at                      

7:32 p.m. in the Kutztown Municipal Building by the President, Mr. Malcolm A. Eidle, 

with other members of Borough Council present:  Mr. Edwin K. Seyler, Mr. Brendan D. 

Strasser, Mr. James F. Schlegel, Mr. Mark R. Gangewere, Mr. Kevin J. Snyder and the 

Mayor, Ms. Sandra Green.  Mr. Keith Mooney, Borough Solicitor; Mr. Jaymes Vettraino, 

Borough Manager/Treasurer; Mr. Theodore R. Cole, Chief of Police; Mr. Richard J. 

Diehm, Director of Planning and Zoning; Mr. Frank P. Caruso, Director of Information 

Technology; Mrs. Gina M. Wiand, Director of Marketing Communications and Customer 

Relations/Assistant Borough Secretary; Mr. Walter Hess, Superintendent of Water and 

Wastewater; Mr. Russell Samilo, Director of Finance/Assistant Treasurer; Site Container 

Services representative, Sam Jackson; and visitor Berni Ward were also present. 

President Eidle called for the opening of bids for furnishing and servicing two 30-

cubic yard dumpsters for the recycling of yard waste.  Mr. Vettraino opened and read the 

bids received from:  Scotta, Saylorsburg, PA, in the total bid amount of $20,550.00; Solid 

Waste Services, Inc., dba J. P. Mascaro & Sons, Audubon, PA, in the total bid amount of 

$39,000.00; Lebanon Farms Disposal, Inc., Schaefferstown, PA, in the total bid amount 

of $24,220.00; Republic Services or NJ, LLC, dba Raritan Valley Disposal, Allentown, 

PA, in the total bid amount of $26,440.00; Waste Management of PA, Inc., Kutztown, 

PA, in the total bid amount of $23,440.00; and Site Container Services, Division of 

Haines and Kibblehouse, Inc., Skippack, PA, in the total bid amount of $32,300.00.   A 

motion was made by Mr. Snyder, seconded by Mr. Gangewere, Resolved, To award the 
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bid for furnishing and servicing two 30-cybic yard dumpsters for the recycling of yard 

waste pending review and recommendation by the Public Works Superintendent, 

Borough Manager and the Borough Solicitor.  Passed by unanimous vote. 

President Eidle called for the opening of bids for gasoline and diesel fuel.  Mr. 

Vettraino opened and read the only bid received from:  Richland Partners, LLC, dba 

Leffler Energy, Mount Joy, PA, in the total bid amount of $17,433.00 for 6,000 gallons 

of diesel fuel and $39,643.50 for 15,000 gallons of unleaded plus fuel.  A note on the bid 

for diesel fuel indicates that an additional $.05 per gallon will be charged for winter 

blend.  A motion was made by Mr. Snyder, seconded by Mr. Schlegel, Resolved, To 

award the bid for diesel and unleaded plus fuel pending review and recommendation by 

the Public Works Superintendent, Borough Manager and the Borough Solicitor.  Passed 

by unanimous vote. 

President Eidle asked if there was anyone who wished to address Council before 

proceeding with the agenda.  There were no public comments.       

Under Personnel Committee, a motion was made by Mr. Seyler, seconded by Mr. 

Strasser, Resolved, To approve the amended position description for Crew Leader – 

Streets/Grounds/Buildings.  Passed by unanimous vote.  

Off of the agenda, Mr. Vettraino distributed a memo regarding a sludge problem 

on a farm in Maxatawny Township, and he reported on the steps that the Borough is 

taking to address the problem with the involved parties. 

Off of the agenda, Mr. Vettraino requested an Executive Session to discuss 

litigation as well as a personnel matter.  The Executive Session ended, and the meeting 

reconvened at 8:04 p.m.  No action was taken after the Executive Session. 
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Under Finance and Technology Committee, Mr. Vettraino reviewed the proposed 

budget for 2008, as follows:   

• Budget Timeline 

• Kutztown Value 

• Major Issues for the 2008 Budget 
o Major increase in wholesale electric prices 
o Significant reduction in employment and consumption of 

electricity at the Kutztown Foundry 
o Due to these concerns, the Borough has focused on holding the 

line on spending 
o Continued investment in Telecom 
o Continued investment in AMR 
o Continued implementation of the new financial software 

(utility billing phase) 
o Continued commitment to investing in street and storm sewer 

repair 
o Continued focus on Code Enforcement 

• Kutztown Value for 2008 

• Graphs and Charts:   
o Total Borough 
o General Fund 
o General Fund Taxes 
o Real Estate Taxes 
o Municipal vs. All Real Estate Tax 
o Comparison of Real Estate  
o General Fund Fees 

• Overview of Specific Elements of Electric and Telecom Operations 

• Electric Fund 

• Chart:  Electric Margins and Price 

• Electric Rate Comparison 

• Article Clippings:  What will happen when price caps come off? 

• Chart:  What will happen when the price caps come off – In 

Kutztown? 

• Electric Rate Comparison 

• Pennsylvania Municipal Electric Association 

• Chart:  Comparison of Electric Rates 
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• Chart:  Cost of Living Comparison 

• Combined Transfer from Electric to General and Telecom 

• Chart:  Transfer from Electric 

• Telecom Fund 

• Telecom Investment  

• Telecom Calix Upgrade 

• Charts:  Telecom Operation 

• Sewer Fund 

• Customer Input 

• Summaries 

• What will happened from now until December 18, 2007: 
o Changes based on input from Council and staff review 
o Continued review and refinement of electric rates, real estate 

tax, individual budget items based on year-to-date results, 
tapping receipts and engineering costs for major projects 

o Continued monitoring of cash-on-hand 
o Changes will be made at the December 18, 2007 meeting and 

Council will be asked to adopt the budget 
 

Council authorized the advertisement of the proposed budget for public inspection 

by consensus. 

A motion was made by Mr. Seyler, seconded by Mr. Strasser, Resolved, To 

introduce and authorize advertisement of the proposed Ordinance to adopt the 2008 real 

estate tax rates.  Passed by unanimous vote.                         

Under Miscellaneous, a motion was made by Mr. Gangewere, seconded by Mr. 

Seyler, Resolved, To introduce and authorize advertisement of the proposed Ordinance to 

amend Chapter 47 of the Code of the Borough of Kutztown.  The amendment establishes 

the following Standing Committees of Council:  Finance, Electric and 

Telecommunications; Public Works; Community Development; Public Safety; Water and 

Wastewater; and Personnel.  Passed by unanimous vote. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Snyder, seconded by Mr. Strasser, Resolved, To                    

authorize the Borough Manager to review and to execute a contract with the National 

Research Center for The National Citizen SurveyTM.  Passed by unanimous vote. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gangewere, seconded by Mr. Seyler, Resolved, To 

adopt the following Resolution: 

RESOLUTION NO.  43–2007 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF KUTZTOWN, BERKS 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, TO AUTHORIZE THE DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN 
NON-PERMANENT RECORDS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH RESOLUTION NO. 8-
2004 ADOPTED MARCH 16, 2004 BY THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
KUTZTOWN, THE MUNICIPAL RECORDS MANUAL APPROVED ON JULY 16, 
1993, AND ACT 428 OF 1968.  
 

WHEREAS, by virtue of Resolution No. 8-2004, adopted March 16, 2004, the 
Borough of Kutztown declared its intent to follow the schedules and procedures for the 
disposition of records as set forth in the Municipal Records Manual approved on July 16, 
1993, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Act 428 of 1968, each individual act of 
disposition shall be approved by Resolution of the governing body of the municipality. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Council of the Borough of 
Kutztown, Berks County, Pennsylvania, in accordance with the above-cited Municipal 
Records Manual, hereby authorizes the disposition of the following public records: 
 

1. Employee health insurance claim files settled prior to the five-year 
retention period requirement as established in the Municipal Records 
Manual.   

 
DULY ADOPTED AS A RESOLUTION this 5th day of December, 2007, by the 

Council of the Borough of Kutztown, Berks County, Pennsylvania, in a lawful session 

duly assembled. 

Passed by unanimous vote. 

A motion was made by Mr. Schlegel, seconded by Mr. Snyder, Resolved, To 

authorize the appropriate Borough officials to execute the lease agreement with Kyle 
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Henninger to cultivate approximately 65 acres on the Borough Farm Tract.  Passed by 

unanimous vote. 

Mr. Strasser noted that the Borough has received enough applications for the 

Environmental Advisory Commission. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gangewere, seconded by Mr. Schlegel, Resolved, To 

authorize advertisement of the list of 2008 Council and committee meetings.  Passed by 

unanimous vote. 

A motion was made by Mr. Strasser, seconded by Mr. Seyler, Resolved, To 

adjourn the Council Meeting upon vote.  Passed by unanimous vote.  The meeting ended 

at 9:27 p.m. 

Prepared and Attested by: Gina M. Wiand 
      Assistant Borough Secretary 


