
In an effort to improve code
enforcement and interaction with
the community, the Borough of
Kutztown’s Community Development
Office, formerly known as the
Code Office, is now established at
324 West Main Street.

Location is not the only change
for the Community Development
Office. In January, Rachael 
Birckbichler joined the Borough
staff as the Community Development
Director. Ms. Birckbichler
believes that the addition of this
position will allow the department
to branch out into true community-
enhancing projects with the
Kutztown Community Partnership
(KCP), Kutztown University
(KU) and other organizations.
She anticipates this to be “a very
busy office, full of energy and
creativity,” and encourages folks
to stop by and see the beautiful

work that the
Borough’s employees
did with this space.

This new office
will certainly be a
busy one. In addition
to the Community
Development Office,
other community-
oriented organizations
and individuals have
filled the space.
Mayor Sandy Green;
t h e  K u t z t o w n

Community Partnership; and
Kutztown University’s Off-Campus
Advisory Council (OCAC) will
share the space with Community
Development employees Rachael
Birckbichler, Dick Diehm, Todd
Meltsch and Sue Kline.

According to Borough Manager
Jaymes Vettraino, “the Community
Development Office was in
desperate need of additional
space. This new office solves that
problem, while the location
provides easy access for residents.”
In addition, Mr. Vettraino looks
forward to the Community
Development staff, KCP and KU
working together to generate new
ideas for projects that will
improve the community.

For the first time, the Mayor’s
office is on Main Street, and
Mayor Green is thrilled about this
opportunity. If you would like to

stop by and visit to discuss ideas 
or concerns that you might 
have, Mayor Green’s office
hours are Wednesdays from
4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Mayor Green is equally excited
to finally have a “home base” for
the KCP with which she has been
involved for many years. KCP is a
community-driven non-profit
organization dedicated to the
economic revitalization and
preservation of downtown Kutztown.
Mayor Green invites community
members to become active in the
organization and feels that “by
having a presence on Main
Street, residents and merchants
will have the opportunity to
gather information on downtown
businesses, community happenings
and local events.”

REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY:
Formerly known as the Code Office – The Community

Development Office Moves to Main Street

Kutztonian News
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Continued on page 2

Pictured from left to right: 
Rachael Birckbichler, Todd Meltsch,
Dick Diehm, and Sue Kline
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Last spring’s Kutztonian News provided detailed information about a $632,004 grant that the Borough received for new 
pedestrian-friendly street lights to be placed on West Main Street. Since then, the Borough has worked on and planned with 
Great Valley Consultants (GVC) for this project.

On July 20, 2005, the project kicked off with a public meeting to review the plans and receive comment from the community.
While the response was overwhelmingly positive, a number of people were curious as to whether the money had to be used for
street lights or if it could be used to meet other Borough needs. The grant was obtained through Pennsylvania’s “Home Town
Streets” program, and Governor Rendell and Pennsylvania’s legislature allocated money for this program for municipal “Main
Street” business centers only. The Borough requested funds for a larger area of its community, but the terms of the grant 
restricted the project to West Main Street. After the public meeting, GVC went to work on the engineering of the project, and in
late 2005, significant progress was made.

The next major step in the process was to review the physical locations on West Main Street, which were best suited for 
street lights. On January 9, members of Borough Council, Borough staff and the Kutztown Community Partnership (KCP)
reviewed the locations, and as you might have noticed, white circles were placed at the desired locations along West Main Street.
The circles were meant to show the approximate locations for the new street lights, but all of the street lights will be set back 

further than the marks (approximately 18 inches from the curb). Additionally, after review of each
street light position and consideration of comments from community members, the Borough
adjusted the locations of some of the streetlights. 

Bid specifications are currently being prepared, and it is anticipated that the Borough will
receive PennDOT’s approval to advertise for bids in May. The anticipated construction timeline
is from early July through October, with appropriate breaks in construction during critical high
traffic volume periods.

As noted at the public meeting last July, this is a major project, which the Borough expects will
greatly improve the aesthetics and safety of West Main Street once complete; however, the
construction period will require patience and cooperation from those traveling through and doing
business on West Main Street. The Borough will make every effort to reduce the impact, but at
times, traffic lanes will be closed and detours will be necessary.

As another exciting part of the Main Street lighting project, the Borough and KCP are
planning to plant more trees on Main Street at the conclusion of the street light project. Anyone
interested in the tree-planting project should contact the KCP at 484-646-9069.

UPDATE ON MAIN STREET LIGHTING

REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY
Continued from page 1

Kutztown University’s Dean of
Student Services and Campus
Life, Bob Watrous, is also excited
about the prospects of the joint
location. He believes that the
Community Development Office
“represents the best example of
cooperation among the Borough
of Kutztown, the Kutztown
Community Partnership and
Kutztown University to enhance
the overall services to the 
Kutztown community. 

The University, students and
citizens, working together with

government to address issues of
common concern, will now have
the means to create effective
programs to enhance the quality
of life, to improve the Main Street
climate and to help build an 
environment that will create the
good feeling for which Kutztown
is known.”

While the name and location
have changed, the Community
Development Office continues to
offer information on zoning, code
enforcement, permits, licenses,
etc., Monday through Friday, from

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. In addition,
co-locating the Borough, the
KCP and Kutztown University
creates limitless opportunities
for  joint participation on
projects that will enrich the entire
Kutztown Community. 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  IInntteerreesstt

Photo courtesy of Spring City 
Electrical Manufacturing Company
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Recently, the Borough Council and
Planning Commission discussed the 
possibility of changing the voting wards
system in the Borough of Kutztown.
Currently, the Borough has two electoral
wards, one north of Main Street, including
the north side of Main Street (Ward One),
and one south of Main Street, including
the south side of Main Street (Ward Two).

At present, there are a total of six Council
members, and voters from each ward elect
three members who reside in their ward to
four-year terms.  Each ward has a
separate ballot, meaning that residents are
permitted only to vote for Council 
candidates from the ward in which they
reside, and elections are held during
odd-numbered years (2005, 2007, etc.).
The Mayor of the Borough of Kutztown is
elected “at large,” meaning that the entire
Borough votes for one Mayor.

At its February 13, 2006 meeting, the
Planning Commission considered the
possibility of changing from the present
wards system to an entirely “at-large” system.
The Planning Commission unanimously
recommended that the Borough change to a
one ward, seven member at-large Council.
Planning Commission Chairman Milton
Kern presented the recommendation to
Council at its February 21, 2006 meeting.
Some of the reasons the Planning
Commission cited in its recommendation
were: voter registration between the two
wards is imbalanced; many issues in the
Borough are not limited to individual

wards; eliminating the wards would
provide more people with the opportunity
to run for a seat on Council; at-large seats
make all Council members accountable to
all residents of the Borough; and at-large
seats allow residents to vote for the 
candidate of their choice, regardless of
where in the Borough the candidate lives.

Kutztown’s two-ward system appears to
have originated with,
or soon after, the
incorporation of the
Borough in 1815. Kutztown
was located along what was
then known as the Great or
Easton Road, the primary
stagecoach route from the
Forks of the Delaware to
the interior, and eventually
to the Cumberland Gap.

This Road already passed through
roughly equidistant settlements—
Easton, Northampton (today
Allentown), Reading, Ephrata, Lancaster,
and York—suggesting that Kutztown
would become a regional population
center of similar size and influence to
them, requiring multiple wards. At one
point, serious thought was even given to
establishing Kutztown as Berks County’s
Seat. Over the course of history, other
decisions were made, and Kutztown has
never grown beyond about 5,000 residents.

The State law governing the Borough
of Kutztown, the Pennsylvania Borough
Code, specifically outlines the process and
procedures to change the number of
voting wards in a Borough. Article VI of
the Pennsylvania Borough Code outlines
the law for the setting, abolishment and
changing of Borough wards. Below is a
summary of the pertinent information
from the Article:
● The Borough Council, through a 
Resolution, can request (petition) the
“court of quarter sessions” (Berks Court of
Common Pleas) to change/eliminate

wards; or five percent of the registered
electors of the Borough can petition 
the court to change/eliminate wards (250
electors in the Borough of Kutztown).
● The court shall consider the matter and
may appoint a three-member (none of
whom can live or own property in the
Borough) commission to review the request. 
● The commission will review and give an
opinion to the court within sixty days.  
● Public notice of the commission’s
report will be given, and the court will
hear exceptions to the proposed change.
● The court will consider the commission’s
report and “confirm the report absolutely
if no exceptions are filed or if it dismisses 
the exceptions.”
● The Borough (or the petitioners,
depending how the matter is brought to
the court) shall pay all costs associated
with the court process and appointment/
administration of the commission.

Furthermore, Article VI of the
Pennsylvania Borough Code mandates:
● That if a Borough eliminates all wards, 
the Borough must have seven members 
of Council.

If the wards are eliminated, the Berks
County Election Board has indicated that
Kutztown would continue to have two
voting places (two precincts). In a one
ward, two-precinct system, the Borough
would preserve the two voting places, but
all voters would vote for the same slate of
“at large” candidates.

Because this is a major change for all
citizens of our community, Borough
Council has scheduled a Town Hall 
meeting to take comments and questions
about this topic. The meeting will 
tentatively be held at the Kutztown
Middle School on July 18, 2006, at 
6:30 p.m. If you are interested in 
commenting, asking questions or 
are just interested in the issue, please 
plan to attend.

A REVIEW OF THE BOROUGH’S 
VOTING WARDS SYSTEM

CCoommmmuunniittyy  IInntteerreesstt



IMPORTANT DATES AT THE PARK
DATE EVENT LOCATION

5/19 – 5/21 KYAA Sr. Boys Baseball Tournament KYAA Little League Field

5/27 – 5/29 Kutztown Jr. Legion Baseball Tournament Timothy M. Breidegam Field

6/23 – 6/25 Kutztown Legion Tournament Timothy M. Breidegam Field

7/14 – 7/16 KYAA Jr. Boys Baseball Tournament KYAA Baseball Fields

7/15 – 7/16 KYAA Sr. Girls 14 and Under Tournament KYAA Sr. and Softball Fields

7/22 – 7/23 KYAA Sr. Girls 16 and Under Tournament KYAA Sr. and Softball Fields

8/6 Kutztown Day – Games, Concerts, Fireworks! Throughout the Park

9/9 Kutztown Cougar Youth Football/Cheerleading Park Multi-Purpose Field
Games held every Saturday and Sunday through 11/5
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2006 Concert
Series at the 
Park Band Shell
Tuesday, May 16
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
KAMS JAZZ BAND

Wednesday, May 24 
KAHS SHOW CHOIR - 6:30 p.m.
KAHS BIG K JAZZ BAND - 7:30 p.m.
KAHS LAB BAND - 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday, June 10  
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
THE WYOMISSING BAND

Tuesday, June 13  
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
FLAG DAY CONCERT
COMMUNITY CHOIR

Saturday, June 24
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
HAPPY DUTCHMEN
GERMAN BAND

Saturday, July 15  
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
THE CADET BAND OF READING

Saturday, July 22
7:00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m.
RINGGOLD BAND

Sunday, August 6  
KUTZTOWN DAY
ALLENTOWN BAND

Thursday, August 10
7:00 p.m.– 8:00 p.m.
KASD SUMMER BAND

YMCA FITNESS CLASSES IN THE PARK
Sponsored by the Tri-Valley YMCA

DATES: Monday and Wednesday Mornings
June 19 – August 30, 2006

TIMES: 9 a.m. – 10 a.m.
LOCATION: Kutztown Park Roller Rink 
QUESTIONS/
FEES/
REGISTRATION: Call the Tri-Valley YMCA offices 

at 610-944-6515

KUTZTOWN PARK ROLLER SKATING RINK
Skating is FREE!

DATES: June 5 – August 6, 2006

TIMES: Monday and Thursday Evenings, 
7 p.m. – 10 p.m.

LOCATION: Kutztown Park Roller Rink 

MISC: • Evening programs are geared toward 
all ages, with contests and prizes!

• Roller blades are permitted with 
proper capping.

• Skate rentals are NOT available – 
please bring your own skates.
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KUTZTOWN PLAYGROUND
Managed by the Tri-Valley YMCA 

Sponsored by the Borough of Kutztown

DATES: June 19 – August 11, 2006

TIMES: Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

LOCATION: The Scooter Building 
is the hub of activity.

FEES: $25.00 (Kutztown School District)
$35.00 (outside Kutztown SD)

QUESTIONS: Call the Tri-Valley YMCA 
offices at 610-944-6515

KUTZTOWN YOUTH SPORTS ORGANIZATION CONTACTS:
Little League: Kathy Schlenker 610-683-7274

Girls/Boys Soccer: Rich Reimert 610-756-4105

T-Ball: Jack Entriken 610-683-6748

Football and
Cheerleading: Edward Weiss 610-894-9889

Dolphins Swim Team: Todd Mertz 610-683-7224

YMCA Swim Team: Veronica Aerhart 610-944-6515

Basketball: Jack Entriken 610-683-6748

Legion/Jr. Legion
Baseball: John Schmoyer 610-683-5281

Wrestling: Steve Diehl 610-683-6201

Street Hockey: Veronica Aerhart 610-944-6515

KUTZTOWN BOROUGH SWIMMING POOL
2006 SEASON TICKET PRICES

FAMILY – Parents and children
including high school seniors residing
in the same household  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$165.00  . . . . . .$205.00

ADULTS – Over 18 years of age  . . . . . . . . . . .$105.00  . . . . . .$135.00
* Special Late Afternoon Ticket Option . . . . . . .$90.00  . . . . . .$120.00

STUDENTS – including current year 
high school graduates and college 
students with valid ID  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$95.00  . . . . . .$125.00
* Special Late Afternoon Ticket Option . . . . . . .$80.00  . . . . . .$110.00

DISCOUNTS GRANTED THROUGH MAY 26, 2006 
$15.00 on Family tickets – $10.00 on Adult and Student tickets
* Special Late Afternoon Season Tickets are available to individuals and are valid after 4 p.m.
until closing on weekdays and any time on weekends during pool hours.

Residents Non-Residents

GENERAL ADMISSION
ADULTS – Over 18 years of age  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5.00
STUDENTS – Including high school seniors  . . . . . . .$4.00
GENERAL ADMISSION – after 5:00 p.m.  . . . . . .$2.50

Children under six years old are admitted free and must be
attended by an adult 18 years of age or older. 

Free admission for Kutztown Borough Senior Citizens 62
years of age or older who obtain complimentary tickets at the
Kutztown Municipal Building.

POOL HOURS:
12 Noon – 8 p.m. (May, June, July)
12 Noon – 7 p.m. (August and September)

NOTICE: Season tickets must be
purchased at the Kutztown Municipal
Building and ARE NOT available at 
the pool.
Evening hours extended, weather permitting and at the
discretion of the Borough. Swimming Pool will be open
daily, subject to staff availability and weather permitting,
from May 27 through September 4, 2006.

PPaarrkkss  RReeccrreeaattiioonn

Fall Session:  Saturdays in September and October (Days and Times – To Be Announced)
Please call 610-944-6515 for more details.



Library Notes
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PUBLIC WORKS:
Proposed Road Improvement Areas for June and July, 2006:
• South Whiteoak Street from Main Street to Normal Avenue 
• Briar Circle South from College Boulevard to the Circle
• Church Lane from Fair Street to Cemetery Lane
• East Walnut Street from North Cedar Street to Kemp Street

REFUSE & RECYCLING NOTES:
All refuse and recycling collection schedules have been mailed. If you did not

receive a schedule or need additional schedules, please stop by or call the Public
Works Building at 610-683-3202.

The refuse and recycling department is currently awaiting delivery of a new
refuse packer truck. The brand new truck was purchased through a joint 
purchasing contract, which helped the Borough to save more than $8,000.00!

The Kutztown Emergency Alert Siren will be tested on
8/4/06 & 11/3/06 at 12:00 noon.

In case of an actual emergency, the best sources 
of information are local TV and radio stations.

ALERT SIREN TO SOUND!

The Louisa Gonser Community
Library is pleased to announce that we
now have a Children's Librarian,
Roseanne Perkins, an experienced
library director and children's librarian.
In her Master's studies she concentrated
on programs for youth and collection
development for children and young
adults.  

Ms. Perkins’ responsibilities
include planning the Summer Reading
Program, and we look forward to
innovative sessions with the theme,
“Paws, Claws, Scales and Tales.” This
year, we will again offer programs 
for older readers as they explore
“Creature Feature.”

Another role of the children's
librarian is to act as a liaison to the
local school district so that efforts 
can be made to supplement the
school's resources. Group visits to the
library may be scheduled, and Ms.
Perkins will also be available for 
classroom visits.  

With increased use of the facility by
children and young adults, it is apparent
that additional space is required for
these special programs. The library
staff and board members are currently
planning to apply for a grant that will
partially finance the renovation of an
unfinished area of the library. As
always, the financial support of the
community is greatly needed and
would be appreciated.

The library's “Friends” group has
recently purchased three Reading
Public Museum Passes that may be
signed out for one week at a time.
Each pass admits two adults and four
children to regular admission events,
and community residents are invited to
take advantage of this educational
opportunity. Call the library for more
information:  610-683-5820.   

There is always something new at
your library, and we encourage you to
visit and enjoy the many opportunities
available. 

Listen up, Scouts!  Arrangements
can be made to schedule special Scout
meetings, and the librarians can offer a
tour or help with badge requirements.

Wireless access in the 
library allows students 

to use their own 
laptop computers!



OPERATIONAL FUNDS
General Fund $304,628 $131,998
General Capital Outlay Fund $18,407 $44,676 
Refuse/Recycling Fund $0 $37,291  
Fire Tax Fund $3,478 $28,431 
Recreation Tax Fund $2,355 $3,004 
Road Tax Fund $1,491 $1,935 
Water Fund $119,653 $573,986 
Electric Fund $566,220 $427,613 
Sewer Fund $413,962 $90,583 
Telecommunications Fund $36,162 $84,014 
Electric Reserve Fund $650,982 $438,382 
Telecom Reserve Fund $10,600 $10,791 
Water Reserve Fund $35,455 $46,594 
State Highway Aid Fund $6,787 $0 
Sewer Reserve Fund $379,181 $401,246 
Refuse/Recycling Capital Outlay Fund $1,851 $65,502  
Electric Capital Outlay Fund $256,111 $100,417 
Water Capital Outlay Fund $309,056 $474,034 
Sewer Capital Outlay Fund $1,025,018 $1,209,140 
Telecom Capital Outlay Fund $125,810 $7,788 
Unemployment Compensation Escrow Fund $62,730 $0 
Insurance Reserve Fund $102,166 $0  
TOTAL $4,432,103 $4,177,425 
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E X P E N D I T U R E S
General Government $350,403 
Public Safety $1,355,641  
Sanitation and Recycling $468,478 
Highways and Streets $1,373,170 
Water, Sewer, Electricity $7,135,126 
Recreation $342,466 
Community Development $8,557 
Debt Service $4,684,655 
Miscellaneous Expenses $469,623 
Transfers and Refunds $2,370,312 
TOTAL $18,558,431 

O T H E R  F I N A N C I A L  
I N F O R M A T I O N  
Taxable Real Estate 
Assessed Valuation $174,031,800 
Tax Rate 1.2 mills 

F I D U C I A R Y  F U N D S
Police Pension Fund $2,234,992 $2,436,091   
TOTAL $2,234,992 $2,436,091 

AAuuddiitt  NNoottiiccee For Year End 2005:    Borough of Kutztown, Berks County, Pennsylvania

R E V E N U E S
Tax Revenues $706,755 
Licenses and Permits $222,607 
Fines $141,678 
Interest and Rents $665,100 
Intergovernmental Revenues $226,993 
Charges for Services $10,160,233 
Proceeds for Refinancing $3,905,000 
Miscellaneous Revenue $28,434
Transfers and Refunds $2,448,052 
TOTAL $18,504,852 

E X T E R N A L  D E B T S
G.O. Bond, Series 2001, matures Aug. 2031 $315,000
G.O. Bond, Series 2001A, matures Nov. 2031 $2,090,000
G.O. Bond, Series 2002, matures Aug. 2032 $2,045,000
G.O. Bond, Series 2003, matures Aug. 2023 $5,575,000
G.O. Bond, Series 2005, matures Aug. 2025 $3,890,000   
TOTAL $13,915,000 

Published in accordance with Borough
Code Act No. 581, Section 1043.  The
annual audit and financial report for the
Borough is available for public 
inspection during normal business hours
at the Kutztown Municipal Building, 
45 Railroad Street, Kutztown, PA 19530.

Recently, Kutztown Borough Council approved refinancing a portion of the General Obligation Bonds (G.O. Bonds)
saving the Borough money by obtaining lower interest rates on the bonds. Credit rating agencies measure municipal
borrowers' financial health and ability to repay its debt and issue "credit scores" with the highest rating AAA to lowest
D. All bond issues of the Borough of Kutztown achieved the top insured credit rating of AAA by the agency Standard
and Poor’s. Municipal borrowers with the best ratings generally pay the lowest interest rates on their bonds.
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Connect with your 
community online

www.kutztownboro.org
www.hometownutilicom.org
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45 Railroad Street

Administrative Offices ..............................610-683-6131

Hometown Utilicom..................................610-683-5722

After Hours TV Support.......................610-778-2088

After Hours Internet/E-mail Support .........484-646-9000

Police Department

Emergency ..........................................911
Non-Emergency ..................................610-655-4911
Office Information................................610-683-3545

105 Railroad Street

Borough Garage.......................................610-683-3202
After Hours Utility/
Refuse Services ..................................610-683-3202

324 W. Main Street

Community Development Office ..............610-683-3290
Office of the Mayor .................................484-646-9069

Industrial Avenue

Swimming Pool ........................................610-683-9767

70 Bieber Alley

Louisa Gonser Community Library...........610-683-5820

BOROUGH OF KUTZTOWN PHONE NUMBERS

YOUR CURRENT MAYOR AND COUNCIL FOR 

THE BOROUGH OF KUTZTOWN

MAYOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sandra K. Green
COUNCIL PRESIDENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carl W. Mantz – Finance and Technology
COUNCIL VICE-PRESIDENT . . . . . . . . Malcolm A. Eidle – Water/Wastewater
COUNCIL CHAIRMAN PRO-TEM . . . . Edwin K. Seyler – Personnel
COUNCIL MEMBER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James W. Schwoyer – Electric/Telecom
COUNCIL MEMBER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Archie L. Follweiler, Jr. – Public Works
COUNCIL MEMBER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brendan D. Strasser – Community Development and Public Safety
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